
Talking to Your Healthcare Professional  
About DecisionDx®-Melanoma

Introduction
If you have recently been diagnosed with cutaneous (or skin) melanoma you may have more 
questions than answers. Many patients with melanoma are eligible for a genomic test called  
DecisionDx-Melanoma that identifies the gene expression profile (GEP), or signature, of a tumor 
to determine whether they are at low or high risk of recurrence (cancer coming back after  
treatment) or metastasis (cancer spreading to other parts of the body). This information can  
help a patient and their healthcare team make more informed choices about treatment and  
follow-up care.

Use this guide to prepare for a more informed discussion with your healthcare professional and to  
determine if genomic testing with DecisionDx-Melanoma is right for you.

About DecisionDx-Melanoma  
As with all cancers, one of the primary challenges for healthcare professionals in managing  
melanoma is predicting the course of their patients’ disease, or prognosis. Having an accurate 
picture of whether or not your cancer is likely to spread or come back is critical to determining  
the right treatment and follow-up care. DecisionDx-Melanoma is a molecular test performed on 
your original biopsy and uses tumor biology to more accurately characterize your individual risk of 
melanoma recurrence or metastasis than with traditional staging measures alone. DecisionDx- 
Melanoma provides you and your health care professional with personalized information to give 
guidance to your treatment plan.

Is DecisionDx-Melanoma Right for You?

Respond to the questions below and then bring this to your next  
appointment with your healthcare professional. This will help you and your  
healthcare professional decide if DecisionDx-Melanoma is right for you.

Please circle your answer:
yes no I have been diagnosed with cutaneous (skin) melanoma.

yes no I was told my melanoma was Stage I, II or III.

yes no My healthcare professional has told me I am eligible for an  
sentinel lymph node biopsy.

yes no I would like to have an individualized assessment of the  
likelihood of my cancer spreading to the rest of my body or  
coming back.



More Information About  
DecisionDx®-Melanoma 

AJCC Staging-Only Approach Misses Patients with Aggressive Tumor Biology
There is an unmet medical need to identify early stage patients who are high risk for recurrence 
and metastasis as the majority of melanoma-related deaths occur in Stage I and II node negative 
patients thought to be “low risk” by standard prognostic criteria. Testing a patient’s tumor biology 
can provide individual risk of recurrence and metastasis beyond traditional clinical factors in early 
stage disease.

DecisionDx-Melanoma – Accurately Predicts the Individual Risk  
of Recurrence or Metastasis
DecisionDx-Melanoma was developed to assess risk of recurrence or metastasis independent 
from traditional clinicopathologic factors using tumor biology. DecisionDx-Melanoma informs two 
key clinical management decisions:

 •  Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy (SLNB) patient selection 

 •  Intensity of follow up, surveillance imaging, referral and adjuvant therapy

Simple Ordering Process
Only a healthcare professional can order DecisionDx-Melanoma. Your healthcare professional will 
complete a DecisionDx-Melanoma requisition form (available at www.castletestinfo.com) and fax to  
(866) 329-2224.  

Please include the following: 

 •  Letter of medical necessity (templates available) 

 •  Pathology report of the primary biopsy and excision report if available 

 •  Copy of patient’s insurance information

Castle Biosciences will work with the appropriate pathology group to coordinate specimen  
collection and shipping. Test results are typically received within 5 business days of receiving the 
sample in our laboratory. 

Gerami et al. Clin Cancer Res 2015; Gerami et al. JAAD 2015; Zager et al. BMC Cancer 2018; Gastman et al. JAAD 2019

Patients with
Stage I-III
melanoma

• Quantifies expression of 
31 genes from primary 
tumor using RT-PCR

• Applies a validated
algorithm

• More accurately predicts 
the risk of recurrence 
or metastasis

CLASS 1 1A
LOWEST RISK

1B
LOW RISK

2A
INCREASED RISK

2B
HIGHEST RISK

CLASS 2

• Low risk of SLN
positivity (eligible T1-T2)

• Low risk of melanoma
recurrence (T1-T4)

• Higher risk of SLN
positivity (eligible T1-T2)

• High risk of melanoma
recurrence (T1-T4)
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